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Introduction

TheUSS Guani.PH-9 had a lustrous 33 year commission between 1965 and 1998. During that tiBumuthe
played many different roles serving the U.S .Navy anctAeca proudly. This article cover$lay 1970 through
Juy 1970 when theUSS Guamwvas called upon to assist with the Peruvian Earthquake relief miQioMay
31, 1970at4:23 pmEDT a 7.9magnitudesarthquake hit the small country of Peru killing upvsanéi70,000
people and leaving over half a million injured and homel&sspu this intoperspectivethe great 1906 San
Francisco earthquake had a magnitude of 7.8.

Background

On May 12, 1970 th&lSS Guanalong with the amphibious cargo shi$S Chrleston(LKA 113), the tank

landing shipSS NewportLST 1179) and the dock landing stiS Hermitag€L SD 34) left Norfolk as part

of the Caribbean Ready Groapd exercise Exotic Dancer.lIThis was the first all 2Bnot unit of amphibious

ships todeploy from Norfolk in several years. In early June 1970488 Guamvas ordered by President

Nixon to transithe Panamg&analand steam south to Peru for disaster relief operatiGmsJune 9, 197Guam

left Balboa Panama Canal Zone early in the nmyaifter loading supplies and medical equipment. She carried
three surgical teams and 50 hospital corpsman, three operating rooms and 1,000 hospital beds, 19,000 pounds of
medical supplies and 69,000 pounds of food to the injured and homeless sur@warstravelled 1300 miles

at flank speed, 20.5 knots, to the Chimbote Peru destinaditer of the Deck (OD) Gordon Fields CWO3

recalls getting approval from the Peruvian Navy after conducting a wire drag survey to verify the harbor bottom
was unaffeted by the earthquake. CWQO3 Fields entered the harbor and found safe anchorage to conduct flight
rescue operations.
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TheGuamarrived off the coast of
Chimbote Peru, north of Lima, on Jun
11, 1970.Guamhad been requested tc
concentrate her reliefperations on the
many small villages in the foothills of t
Andes, 30 to 40 miles inland, which h;
been reduced to rubble. The Guam
17 helicopters on board consisting of :
CH-46s, 4 CH53s and 2 UHEs. A
Peruvian Air Force officer went on eac
helicopter flight to assist with map
reading and provide general advice. ~
helicopters flew medical teams, suppli
food and landdthem in remote areas

m”wv : were help was reportedly needed. Th

w:;u:\ \ sl e G u a nhélisopters evacuatlghe
ol \@;}a&? ¢ Vo injured, who have receivesbme medic:
\‘}M,,»q;,of?fxx\ = attention but neesti more intensive cart
N like amputations, back to the ship and

\/?,ﬁ K\ out the medical teamd3efore leaving
S Chimbote 6/21/7@fter 11 days the

e Guambhad flown more than 800 sorties

LLLLL

into the remote mountains.

TheGuamtransportd over 1,500 passengers and nearly 200 tons of relief supplies to and from devastated areas.
Most of the sorties were flown in a hazardous environment, due to the unusually high altitudes, rugged mountain
terrain and dusfilled basins.

Impact on the Peruvian People

I n the shipbés hospital, on Sunday afternoon a 10 mc
shapeless mess. His father, Victor Zevallos, who had been in Chimbote at the time of the earthquake and was
unharmed, saidaheavs@ be bri ck had fallen on the childés han

was in the next room along with another son and daughter. All had fractures and multiple contMsions.
Zevallos had walked for two and a half dafyem where theoads ended to reach the village of Huacrayoc
where he had left his family. He had waited with them nine days before the helicopters arrived. He was
allowed to stay with his family on the ship until they were fit to leave. Most of the injured brougktthip
had serious fractures, infected wounds, or gangrene. One woman brought in dhhtheé a3ractured spine,
another a dislocated hip, and a little girl had a fractured leg. On theewBman was brought in with a broken
back

pl e were f
y arrivals
ean the sh

Hospital Corppman Ni chol as Aluotto said AThe p r
aboard a helicopter, o0 he said, Abut a

strength, they tried to help out in any way they coddb me of f er ed t

The small mountain town of Mato is located at 8,500 feet above sea level. Inhabited by about 800 Inca Indians,
the town was 40% destroyed by the earthquake. Three days after the quake, Romuolo Trejo was able to dig his
daughter Aliva out of the rubble that had been their home. His wife and three other daughters were killed when
the house crashed in on therRor two weeks, little Aliva lay immobile in a ditch with a head wound, two

broken legs and a fractured pelvis.m&dical team found the girl and her father, a request for help went out to
theGuam A Marine helicopter picked them up, flew them to &eam and Aliva was rushed to the hospital.
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A Peace Corps nurse, Renee Romanko, gave Avila a bath and prepdoehety studies. When the extent

of injuries was determined, the youngster was taken to the cast room for application of a body cast covering her
legs and hips. After two days on tGeam she and her father were flown to a hospitalimmbote where

Aliva remained untishe was able to walk again.

a: Captain Richard R. Renaldi

Gala Celebration

Upon completing the Chimbote relief, tBeiamsailed south to Lima atvitation of the gateful Peruvian
government for a festive two day celebratlame 23224, 1970 There was music, food, drink and
entertainment for all to enjoy. More than 5,000 visitors toured the Guam to see firsthand the men and
equipment used toelp their injured countrymen.
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Guam Receives Big
Peruvian Reception
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WAITING LINE—Hundreds of Peruvians wait in a line over 200
yards long to tour the amphibious assault ship Guam during her
recent port visit to Callao, the port for the capital city of Lima.
Thousands of Peruvians visited the ship during the open house
hours June 23-24. The Peruvians heartily expressed their gratitude
for the Guam’s disaster relief aid to their country’s earthquake
vietims.

Crossing the Equator

TheUSS Guanerossed the equattor the very first timeJune 10, 197&i t h a crew of dApol | e\
toPru but the traditional Navy A dune27|3Tandhe vaybaek e mo ny
from Peru. Th&suamcrewmembers crossed the equatibiatitude 00:00 00 Longitude 81:04 53fdwere

initiated intoK i n g N eSolennrMystedes of the Ancient OedgrustyhenDéemorablehellback. Yes we

had to cravl on the flight deck and kiss the fat greasy belly ofRiogal Baby BM1 Archie Byrdbut being

shellbackmakes you a member of a very exclusive claban Getter statethe Guamalsocrossed the Equator
December 1976 enroute to Mombasa, Kenya.
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Traversing the Panama Canal

TheUSS Guantook the 50 mile trip through the Panama Canal the first@@@®Junel0, 1970 and made the

return passage on JuBg 1970. The passage takes betw@d0 hoursas the ship is raised or lowered 85 feet

at the Caribban Sea entrance bytering 3 sets of Gatun locks. Although B& a nméllsvas not too wide to

fit through the locks, the width of the flight deck made it necessary to remove part of the gun mounts and fueling
rig and to fold the elevators so that no dae to canal buildings would result. Later in the day, the ship was
lowered back to sea level on the Pacific side via the Pedro Miguel and Miraflores Locks. By late afternoon,
Guam was moored at Balboa and began takingleef supplies, food, fuel andedical supplies.
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Note of Thanks

A special thank you goes out to the officer and enlisted men &f$i$eGuamthe Marine and Navy pilots
doctorsandHospital Corpsmaifor the extraordinary efforts mda during the Peruvian Relief Missiorl heir
dediation, knowledge and persistence was an excellent example of team work reflecting the highest standards
of naval service and commitment to dufihis may have beeBuan® s f i n Awuhor inbesthing .
compartmeni970 when | had dark brown hair aiamts of pens in my shirt pocket.




